
Hard Surface Tip Sheet #19 – Universal Floor 

Aftercare 

 

(For Tile, Stone, Vinyl, Laminate, and Sealed Wood Floors (and all countertops too!) 

Prepared collaboratively by TheCleaningStandard.com and the Institute of Inspection, 

Cleaning and Restoration Certification (IICRC) 

 

 

 
 

 

The Cleaning Standard Method 

 

This is the time-proven way to keep your tile, stone, vinyl, laminate, and sealed wood 

floors looking their best. 

Using this method, you’ll never just push dirty water around or leave behind a sticky film 

that attracts soil. 

Your surfaces, grout lines, and protective sealers will stay cleaner much longer, and 

your finishes will maintain their shine and protection for years. 

 

 

 
 

 

Choose the Right Cleaner 

 

Use a Neutral pH, No-Rinse Floor Cleaner — the same type professionals use on 

sealed floors. 

Look for products labeled neutral pH and rinse-free. 

 

 

Examples: 

 

 

 

https://www.iicrc.org/general/custom.asp?page=AbouttheIICRC


• ZEP Neutral Floor Cleaner 

• Any janitorial supply “house brand” Neutral pH Rinse-Free Cleaner 

 

Why it matters: 

 

 

 

• Leaves no sticky residue 

• Safe for sealers and finishes on stone, tile, and wood 

• One gallon makes over 100 gallons of solution (mix 1 oz per gallon) 

• Works on tile, stone, grout, vinyl, laminate, and sealed wood 

 

 

 Avoid: Vinegar, ammonia, or “multi-surface” cleaners — they dull and damage finishes 

over time. 

 

 
 

 

Use Microfiber Mop Systems, Not String Mops 

 

Microfiber traps dirt inside the pad instead of smearing it across the floor. 

It’s faster, cleaner, and leaves no streaks or residues. 

 

 

You’ll Need: 

 

 

 

• An 18″ swivel-head microfiber mop 

• One damp pad for every 100 sq. ft. of floor 

• A clean bucket or sink for fresh solution 

• Optional: a microfiber bucket system with wringer tray 



 

 

 Recommended Source: www.directmopsales.com for commercial-quality microfiber 

systems. 

 

 
 

 

Selecting the Right Mop Pad 

 

 

• Aggressive-strip pad: For normal wet cleaning 

• Loop-fringe pad: For dry dusting or daily sweeping 

• Soft pad: For applying sealers or polishing delicate floors 

 

 
 

 

How to Clean 

 

 

1. Start at the farthest point in the room and work toward the exit. 

2. Dip a clean pad into your solution, wring until damp (not dripping). 

3. Mop in overlapping “figure-8” or “S” patterns to capture soil efficiently. 

4. Replace the pad every 50–100 sq. ft., even if it still looks clean. 

Microfiber traps soil deep in its foam core — once full, it stops picking up dirt. 

 

 
 

 

After Cleaning 

https://www.directmopsales.com/


 

 

• Wash pads immediately. 

Machine-wash with mild detergent — no bleach or fabric softener. 

Air-dry or tumble-dry low. 

• Wipe the mop base clean after each use. 

• Store the system dry and upright to prevent mildew. 

 

 
 

 

Pro Tips 

 

 

• Use separate pads for kitchens, baths, and living areas. 

• Always vacuum or sweep before wet cleaning. 

• Keep several extra pads ready so you can swap them as you clean. 

• For stone and sealed wood, use minimal moisture and dry promptly. 

 

 
 

 

The Results 

 

Follow this simple system and you’ll notice: 

 

 

 

• Floors stay cleaner far longer between cleanings. 

• Grout lines resist darkening. 

• Finishes maintain clarity and gloss. 

• Sealers and protective coatings last longer. 

• Cleaning takes less time and effort overall. 



 

 
 

For more information visit TheCleaningStandard.com or the IICRC Consumer Resources. 

Prepared collaboratively by TheCleaningStandard.com and the Institute of Inspection, 

Cleaning and Restoration Certification (IICRC). 
 

 

 

https://thecleaningstandard.com/
https://iicrc.org/consumerresources/?utm_source=1100&utm_medium=2020&utm_campaign=3012&utm_term=4002&utm_content=5528
https://www.iicrc.org/general/custom.asp?page=AbouttheIICRC
http://www.thecleaningstandard.com

